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New Perspectives on Educational Resources, edited by Karl Christian Alvestad,
Kari H. Nordberg and Hege Roll-Hansen and authored by 17 scholars, all with a
connection to the University of South-Eastern Norway (USN), discusses educational
resources that are related to extramural, non-formal and informal learning.

The concept of “educational resources” is not easy to demarcate or capture pre-
cisely, as numerous competing terms exist, varying in scope and context of appli-
cation. For example, “educational” may be easily replaced with “pedagogical”,
“didactic” or “school”, often without significant changes in meaning. Moreover, the
direction of the educational process must be considered: Is the focus on teaching
or learning? Teaching resources are tools designed for educators, whereas learning
materials can be used directly by learners in a variety of contexts, from formal to
informal. The term “authentic materials” is often used to describe content other than
textbooks, that is, materials not originally created for educational purposes — such as
literature, music or film — that is nonetheless used in teaching and learning. The edi-
tors of the book also refer to these kinds of materials as “semantic” resources, non-
“didacticized”’ texts, and “secondary learning materials” (p. 2; italics in original).
They define educational resources as “materials ... that have potentials for learning”
(ibid.; italics in original).

In the book, it becomes particularly evident that, under today’s post-digital con-
ditions, it is difficult to define the boundaries of a “resource”. First, resources can
be either material or immaterial — or shift between the two. For instance, digital
resources may be transformed into analogue ones through printing, or live events
such as webinars — which are more interactive experiences than resources per se
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— can become resources when recorded, deposited and shared. Second, the status
of digital tools, platforms and environments remains unclear in relation to the con-
cept of educational resources: Does a digital space like Minecraft, a learning man-
agement system such as Moodle, or a Facebook group function as a resource, or
merely as a repository or backdrop for learning? Third, as is evident not only in the
book but also in the broader field of study, discussions that begin with educational
resources often shift towards pedagogical approaches or didactic strategies for using
those resources, blurring the line between the resource itself and its pedagogical
activation.

Nonetheless, given these conceptual challenges, an anthology like New Perspec-
tives on Educational Resources arrives at an opportune moment to gather ideas and
strengthen the vocabulary surrounding what we mean when we talk about “educa-
tional resources”. Academic contributions that approach educational resources as
this book does often require a genuinely interdisciplinary perspective, combining
insights from both education and media studies. As a field of study, teaching and
learning resources are still in a formative stage. While textbook studies (see Fuchs
and Bock 2018) have established themselves as a dominant area of inquiry — par-
ticularly regarding the sociological structures of production and use — other forms of
educational resources are situated within a much more ambiguous theoretical frame-
work. On the one hand, studies on Open Educational Resources (OERs) have been
consolidated under the broader policy concept of Open Education (see UNESCO
2019). On the other hand, the use of educational resources is often subsumed under
classroom didactics or framed as teacher- or learner-centred practices, rather than
being examined as resource-related phenomena in their own right. In addition, some
aspects are increasingly addressed by the emerging field of materials development
(see Norton and Buchanan 2022).

In the anthology, educational resources are approached from a strongly Piaget-
ian perspective, in which the educators’ and learners’ own actions and exploration
are crucial. In 16 chapters organised into 3 sections, authors discuss resources as
diverse as newspaper articles and magazines, video games, songs and song lyrics,
street names, war souvenirs, and educational blogs — as well as local industrial herit-
age, ideals of Bildung, play-based learning, redesign of narratives, teaching about
pornography, Indigenous perspectives in Sdmi teacher education, and forestation
(the systematic activity of planting of trees). In some chapters, the concept of edu-
cational resources remains insufficiently theorised, inconsistently understood, or is
left unaddressed altogether. To me, and as far as the editors’ definition is followed,
resource is a substantive, not a process, and it is not equivalent to a method. As
such, the book does not fully succeed in consistently applying the concept of educa-
tional resources but focuses on the processes instead of products. At times, it shifts
focus to related themes — such as discussing curiosity in museum environments
rather than the resources museums produce and use, or treating place-based writing
as a resource in itself rather than as a method for utilising resources. Therefore, the
book disappoints the reader who seeks a fresh approach to teaching and learning
resources.

To sum up, the book would have benefited from a unified definition of edu-
cational resources, rigorously maintained throughout and co-developed by the
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chapter authors, particularly given their shared institutional affiliation, which makes
us assume that they know each other. However, despite its thematic looseness, New
Perspectives on Educational Resources is a timely and welcome academic contribu-
tion. It encourages readers to actively explore the wide variety of resources avail-
able to educators and learners, and to recognise the potential in everything perceiv-
able around us. Nevertheless, further theoretical, conceptual and empirical research
is needed within academia to develop a more balanced and comprehensive under-
standing of the ontology of educational resources. This requires bridging perspec-
tives from educational studies with those from media and communication studies,
as well as sociological studies of production. For today’s educators and education
researchers, it is crucial to grasp how educational resources are created, distributed
and meaningfully used in contemporary learning environments.
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